MONDAY, TUESDAY & WEDNESDAY
OF PAsSiON WEEK

On these three days, final preparations are laid for the Triduum
(the “three holy days” of Thursday, Friday and Saturday).

Monday’s Gospel describes Christ’s preparation for burial by the
anointing of Mary, an event that sharply contrasts the values of His
Kingdom compared to those of this world, as personified in Judas.

On Tuesday, Jesus’ anger with the money changers reveals the fact that
the Kingdom’s currency is prayer alone.

On Wednesday, this theme is completed when Judas betrays Jesus to
the Pharisees for money.

Our own betrayal of Christ for the wealth of this world is slowly
revealed in the prayers and lessons of these days. We are called to
faithful prayer as we anticipate the overthrow of all other powers
of the world, the flesh and the devil.

MONDAY

MARK 14:3-9

And while he was at Bethany in the house of Simon the leper, as he
was reclining at table, a woman came with an alabaster flask of oint-
ment of pure nard, very costly, and she broke the flask and poured it
over his head. There were some who said to themselves indignantly,
“Why was the ointment wasted like that? For this ointment could have
been sold for more than three hundred denarii and given to the poor.”
And they scolded her. But Jesus said, “Leave her alone. Why do you
trouble her? She has done a beautiful thing to me. For you always have
the poor with you, and whenever you want, you can do good for them.
But you will not always have me. She has done what she could; she has
anointed my body beforehand for burial. And truly, I say to you, wher-
ever the gospel is proclaimed in the whole world, what she has done
will be told in memory of her.”

Almighty God, whose dear Son went not up to joy but first he
suffered pain, and entered not into glory before he was crucified:
Mercifully grant that we, walking in the way of the cross, may find
it none other than the way of life and peace; through Jesus Christ
your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



TUESDAY

MARK 11:15-19

And they came to Jerusalem. And he entered the temple and began to
drive out those who sold and those who bought in the temple, and he
overturned the tables of the money-changers and the seats of those
who sold pigeons. And he would not allow anyone to carry anything
through the temple. And he was teaching them and saying to them,
“Is it not written, ‘My house shall be called a house of prayer for all the
nations’? But you have made it a den of robbers.” And the chief priests
and the scribes heard it and were seeking a way to destroy him, for
they feared him, because all the crowd was astonished at his teaching.
And when evening came they went out of the city.

O God, by the passion of your blessed Son you made an instrument
of shameful death to be for us the means of life: Grant us so to glory
in the cross of Christ, that we may gladly suffer shame and loss for
the sake of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

WEDNESDAY

MATTHEW 26:1-5, 14-25

When Jesus had finished all these sayings, he said to his disciples,
“You know that after two days the Passover is coming, and the Son of
Man will be delivered up to be crucified.”

Then the chief priests and the elders of the people gathered in the
palace of the high priest, whose name was Caiaphas, and plotted
together in order to arrest Jesus by stealth and kill him. But they said,
“Not during the feast, lest there be an uproar among the people.”

Then one of the twelve, whose name was Judas Iscariot, went to the
chief priests and said, “What will you give me if I deliver him over to
you?” And they paid him thirty pieces of silver. And from that moment
he sought an opportunity to betray him.

Now on the first day of Unleavened Bread the disciples came to Jesus,
saying, “Where will you have us prepare for you to eat the Passover?”
He said, “Go into the city to a certain man and say to him, “The
Teacher says, My time is at hand. I will keep the Passover at your
house with my disciples.” And the disciples did as Jesus had directed
them, and they prepared the Passover.

When it was evening, he reclined at table with the twelve. And as
they were eating, he said, “Truly, I say to you, one of you will betray
me.” And they were very sorrowful and began to say to him one after
another, “Is it I, Lord?” He answered, “He who has dipped his hand in
the dish with me will betray me. The Son of Man goes as it is written
of him, but woe to that man by whom the Son of Man is betrayed! It
would have been better for that man if he had not been born.” Judas,
who would betray him, answered, “Is it I, Rabbi?” He said to him,
“You have said so.”

Lord God, whose blessed Son our Savior gave his body to be whipped
and his face to be spit upon: Give us grace to accept joyfully the suffer-
ings of the present time, confident of the glory that shall be revealed;
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.



